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Startpoint

�My Background

�HE mainly, VLEs, Interactive Content 

�My Position

�Sceptic-Proponent

�Recent work

�CETIS PLE, JISC CD-LOR, ex-el.org



Who is thinking about Personalisation?

�School

�DfES, NESTA FutureLab

�FE and HE

�JISC, HEA

�The Workplace

�Jay Cross, John Seely-Brown, …



Question 1

�Are personalisation and individualisation 
important topics in education now?

�Are the right people thinking about these 
issues?



Ask Six People What Personalised 
Learning  Means and You Will Get Six 
Different Answers.

Nesta FutureLab, 2006



... the drive to tailor education to individual 
need, interest and aptitude, so as to fulfil 
every young person’s potential.

DfES, 2004

Personalised Learning is …



Personalised Learning is…

Learner-centred Learning

�Tailored to the needs of the learner

�Educational and Personal

�Tailored to the wishes of the learner

�Flexible and customisable



Changing Times for Education

�Costs of Education

�Learners as Customers

�Increase in Part-time Learners

�Increase in Informal Learning

�Workplace Learning

�Lifelong and Life-wide Learning

�Recognition of a need for new measures of 
achievement



Digital Skills And Digital Ghettoes

�Changing attitudes to learning online and 
now accompanied by skills, desire and 
opportunity to do so,

�Mobiles and PDAs provide richer 
technology outside institutions than 
within – for the first time. 



Richer Tools: Web 2.0



Web 2.0 Concepts

�Focus on data and information
�Data is dynamic

�Small pieces loosely joined
�Components can be remixed

�Value from the individual
�Value to the individual

�Emphasis on the community
�Value from sharing

�Emergent Behaviour



e-Learning is Maturing

� Learning Design and Design for Learning 

� Rise and Fall of Learning Objects

� Formative Assessment / Self-Regulated Learners

� Portfolio and Competence-based Assessment

� Problems with existing systems

�Virtual Learning Environments

� Supporting Rich Interaction



Where are we now?

�Social Software: Blogs and Wikis

�Accommodating Learning Styles

�Institutional e-Learning Services 

�Flexible Learning



Question 2

�Do current systems already support 
Personalisation and Individualisation?

�Is the need for integration over-stated?

�Do you have a PLE? If so, what is it?



Where are we going?

� The Personal Learning Environment

�Personal-personalised

�Active-passive

�Not restricted to a single institution



Future VLE: Scott Wilson



Weblog and Aggregation Organisational Online Communication Model - James Farmer



Digital Lifestyle Aggregator - Marc Canter



Personal Learning Landscape: Dave Tosh





Common Features

�Feeds for collecting resources and other 
data

�Conduits for sharing and publishing

�Services for interacting with organisations

�Personal information management

�Ambiguity of teacher - learner role



PLT

SP

SP

SP

Service provider

Services

Personal Learning Toolkit



My PLE!



Scenarios

� Liam: Future Undergraduate learner, 
where the emphasis is on learner-centred
learning, collaborative working and 
utilising an e-Portfolio. 



Example: DIDET



Scenarios

�Carla: Researcher/Lifelong Learner, who 
has no formal courses or group 
membership, but who still benefits from a 
Personal Learning (or Research) 
Environment. 



Example Netvibes



Example: Post-genomic





Example: Zoho Notebook



In a PLE

�The learner is in control

�The learner is an active participant and 

�can create learning opportunities

�can drive their learning

�can demonstrate their knowledge and skills



Question 3

�Is this vision of a Personal Learning 
Environment practical in a formal 
educational environment?

�Or is it only practical for non-formal 
education?

�Can we have personalisation without 
chaos?



In Formal Education

�Different subjects have different needs

�Different educational levels have different 
needs

�Assessment continues to pose problems

�Technology: Lowest Common 
Denominator 

�Quality of Service: coping with variety



Question 4

�Can education systems evolve to truly 
make education Personal and Individual?

�Or is there never going to be enough 
impetus to change from the current 
systems? (mass education)



Is there an Appetite for Change?

�Is it ‘broken’?

�Are the pressures strong enough?

�Will new pressures emerge?



Content

PLEs: 

�emphasise creating, and remixing 
content,

�Assume promiscuous sharing

�Require efficient tools for Discovery 



A Personal Repository for a Personal 
Learning Environment

�Integration
�With tools for creation, annotation, 
collaboration.

�Sharing
�groups, global. Notification, Secondary info.

�Multi-layered discovery
�local, group, global

�Transparent management of resources
�Resource management, permissions



Thank you

�Colin Milligan: colin.milligan@gmail.com

�http://wiki.cetis.ac.uk/Ple

�http://www.box.net/public/nuc1azcray

�http://www.box.net/public/v9ejtk5hvc

�http://www.jelsim.org/

�http://www.academy.gcal.ac.uk/cd-lor/


